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“Such was the oracle; and Cypselus put so much faith in it that he forthwith made 
his attempt, and thereby became master of Corinth. Having thus got the tyranny, he 
showed himself a harsh ruler - many of the Corinthians he drove into banishment, 
many he deprived of their fortunes, and a still greater number of their lives. His 
reign lasted thirty years, and was prosperous to its close; insomuch that he left the 
government to Periander, his son. This prince at the beginning of his reign was of a 
milder temper than his father; but after he corresponded by means of messengers 
with Thrasybulus, tyrant of Miletus, he became even more sanguinary. On one 
occasion he sent a herald to ask Thrasybulus what mode of government it was 
safest to set up in order to rule with honour. Thrasybulus led the messenger without 
the city, and took him into a field of corn, through which he began to walk, while 
he asked him again and again concerning his coming from Corinth, ever as he went 
breaking off and throwing away all such ears of corn as overtopped the rest. In this 
way he went through the whole field, and destroyed all the best and richest part of 
the crop; then, without a word, he sent the messenger back. On the return of the 
man to Corinth, Periander was eager to know what Thrasybulus had counselled, but 
the messenger reported that he had said nothing; and he wondered that Periander 
had sent him to so strange a man, HERODOTUS: THE HISTORIES 359 who 
seemed to have lost his senses, since he did nothing but destroy his own property. 
And upon this he told how Thrasybulus had behaved at the interview. Periander, 
perceiving what the action meant, and knowing that Thrasybulus advised the 
destruction of all the leading citizens, treated his subjects from this time forward 
with the very greatest cruelty. Where Cypselus had spared any, and had neither put 
them to death nor banished them, Periander completed what his father had left 
unfinished.” 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 


